




REVIEWS 

Rushdie's f -fciroun and the Sea of Stories O 990) p1·imarily interprets the story 

autobiographically, and the essay on J. K. Rowlings Harry Poua series nrninly 

rebuts the concerns that conservative Christians have raised about the use of 

magic and witchcral·t in the popular series. 

Tbcsc essays arc intended for the general reader rather than a specialist. 

They function as useful introductions to significant and sometimes overlooked 

children's writers. While they are grac:dully written, they tend to be synthesis 

of existing scholarsl1ip. Like introductions that appear in academic editions of 

texts, these essays summarize the life of the author and provide a cultural and 

biographical comext for their literary achievements. Lurie continues to be one 

or the few literary critics who consistently publishes on childrens texts and 

authors in mainstream journals. Don'/. Tell the Grown-ups is a pivotal text in the 
critical study or childrens literal me ;me! its publication helped to legitimate the 

scholarly field of chiklrcn's literature by literary scholars. Like Roger Sale's 

Pai1y Talcs and After: from Snow While to E. B. While (19781, Lurie's Don'/. Tell 

the Grown-ups helped convinced academics that there was serious merit in 

studying children's literature. Since its publication, L.uric's first collection of 

essays has inspired numerous critics to view children's literature a field uf' aca­

demic study. Consequently the critical study of children's literature is rnuch 

expanded due in large part to Lurie's earlier work. As a result, Boys ancl Girls 

Forever will have less of an impact than Lurie's first collection. Nevertheless, 

Boys and Girls Forever, just as Don't Tell the Grow11-1tps, is a good starting point 

for any reader who wishes to critically evaluate children's books. 
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